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DETERYTORATING PULISH-SOVIET RELATIONE

Polish leaders worrlod sbout futuwre velations with UBER due to

hardening Xremlin attitude.

A,

Intensified Sovist bloe prose sttacks bave forced Gomulka to
publiely defengd his nationel communist policies,

Eremlin now socking isolate ¥Yugoslevia and thus undsecut
wolish efforts maintain iandepondence,

USER uming othor moeans force foland roturn more orthodox line:

A,

.}3 L3

Giving covert support Stalinist faction Polish party., Succoss-

ful smeveral cascs lnstalling Stalinists local party posts,
Reportedly throestening cconomie sanctions, alth:i8SR oil and
graio shipsents continue, Also hampering repaitrigtion Poles
in UBSR,

Eromlin apparently feels compelled uac all means short of militsry

to force Poles return orthedox line dictatced by USER.

A,
B.

C.

¥oscow must strengthen position Pelish Btalinists.

USSE pisgued with internal ideologlcoal devigtions stomming
large part disruptive influenco Gomulka progran.

foviet spperently opposing Gomulke efforts improve relations
with wost and seek eredit there. ("Rockelellor letter”

publiicity on departure Polish econ miesion ﬁ.ﬁ.)wqt}wwuﬁ#
DOCUMENT NO.

-

it

A 172
w’:/v_lé_’?o FEVIEWER: |

Approved For Release 2002/05/b§%79lnmmmujo40029-4

25X1




Approved For Release 2002/05/09 : (1IA-RDP79RO0T90A000800040029-4

M8C BRISFING ‘ 20 Pebruary 1857

I,

DETERIGRATING POLISH~BOVIKT RELATIONB

The Xremlin has stepped-~up its ideological attacks agsinst foland

with the regult thet solish-Soviet rolatiesms bhave detoriorated now

since the elections in Jasuary, The hardening Kremlin attitude
has csused 8 new wave of pessimism awong Polish leaders resgarding
future relations with the USSR.

A, The Sovict and Satellite press is condemning both Poland and
Yugoslavia for thoir insistence on an "independent roed te
Sociglisn” and thoelr denial of the lesding role of the CPSY,
1. ’The intonsified attacks hsve now forsed Gomulks, through

the official Party and govermment press, to eater the dow
bate in defemse of his policles despite bim reluctance to
antagonize the USSH st thie time. This has had the rosultl
of hardening the dispute.

B, Poland i8 charged with adopting natiopnsl Cogmmunist policies
icading to the regtorstion of capitalism, with disrupting the
unity of the commmiet bloc, and with serious ideological
deviations, particulariy for refusing to admit that the Hune
gaxrian revolt was instigatod by a capitslilst plot,

C. 8troag press condemmation of Yugoslavia with its implicit
criticiem of Poland as wel) has increased femars of Polish
jeaders that the Eromlin will try to isolsto Yugoslavia and

thereby undercut Folieh attempis to maintaln & position of

indopondenco.,
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25X1 1. suggest that the Kreme

1in intends to strike st Yugoslavia mnd, by this means,
to force PFoland into conformity with the Soviet blec,

25X1 B) preparations for reestablishing

ancvther cominform,

b} A press report that the Eremlin has proposed &
meeting of communiat leaders in Prague this spring
which Yugogliavia has refusocd to attend,

25X ey | |the Eremiin hae proposed a joint declara-

tion of compunist parties against Yugoslavia dondemning

25X1

25X1

the '"Yugoslav road to sccialisn,”

25X

the proposal was turnsd doewn by the Polish,

Chinese and Italian communiat pattios.
11, 7The Soviets are using other means ag well to force & return in

Poland to a wore orthodox line:

A, They arc giving covert support to the Stalinist faction in the
Polish party and are geting, through their smbassador in War~
saw, tu install Stalinists in local pﬁ#ty posts. Thie has
beon successful in several instances to date, and the Xremlin
probably feels that the subversion of Gomulka within the peaty
is the most promiging and ocffceotive way to sccomplish their

sims in Polsod,

25X1 . the Kremlin hag also threatenod te withhold promised {

scononic credits, sand ¥arsaw officials

25X1 fear that the Soviets may apply sven more extemsive ecomomic

25X1 - =
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sanctione, although therc is no evidence to date that these
thrests, if made, bhave actually been carried cut., Shipments

of Soviet greain snd petroleum contizue,

C. The Boviets g#lowed the repatriation of

Poles living in the UBBR. Despite their pledge of assistance
to Gomulka last fall, the Soviets have obetructed offoris
of the Polish repatristion commimsion to expedite this
Process, |

Gomulka's popularity continues at a high level, and with his

position strengthensed by the January elsctions, he is mﬁviag

rapidly to remove Stalinists from pomitions in the goverument
and he iz making preparations to do the same in the party.

A. The intomsification of the Orbit progs campaign against
Gomulks at this time suggoets that the Evemlin feels that
it must act now to counterapt & purge by Gomulka by
streagthening the hand of Staliniste in the party.

B. ¥Forther, Yogcow is pliagued with ldeologleal doviations
within tk@ USSR and probably now fecle cven more strongly
the necd for putiing a step to the peranicious disruptive
influence of Gomulka's program.

€. PFinally, the Soviets have probably become incressmingly
sugplcious of rolish moves undor Gomulka's ieadership
to improve relations with the West snd to seck credits and
assistance from that ‘direction,

1. "Rockefcller-letter publicity coincides with presence
Ford and Rockefeller Foundation officials in Poland

gnd with departure Polish economic misslon to U.B,
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Under these circumstances, the Eromlin appereatly fecls compelled
to ume all mesns short of overt military intervention to force
Polish lemaders to roturn to orthodox policies dictated by the
USBR. EKnowing foland’s incscapsble economic amd political ties
with the USSH, the Kremlin secems confident that theso pressurcs.
will utlimately nmrrow rathor than widen the rift with the

UBSR. '
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C. INTERNAL POLITICAL SITUATION OF THE VARIOUS SA
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13, Poland., The Polish leadership is facing serious inmternal
«  problems, Although the regime has maintained the substantial de-
‘ gree of internal autonomy it won from the USSR last October, the

\ initial enthuslasm it aroused has probably been restrained by the
/

necessity to emphasize solidarity with the USSR, to accept the
continued presence of Soviet troops in Poland, and to halt politi-
cal reforms short of the hopes aroused in October, The popular
support piven the regime in the recent electirns rested mainly on
the widespread belief that it is the only government which can make
some defense of Polish national interests and st11ll not provoke
Soviet military intervention, The regime appears to have made

. eonsiderable progress in bringing the military and security organa
under its effective control and in ousting many members of the proe
Soviet faction from party positions, Nevertheless, it still has
far to go in rebuilding a loyal party and administratdve apparatus
at the local level, and there are still many middle-.evel and
politburo-level party figures who might be willing to support
Soviet efforts to undermine Comulka's position, His recent electlon
success, however, has placed him in a stronger position to deal

with opponents within his party.

1h. The regime has not been able to overcome the effects of
a deteriorating economic situation, which 1s characterized by a
decrease in exports attendant on a decline in coal producticn,
difficulties in collecting food from the peasants, and a partial

industrial disorganization resulting from the weakening of central

guthority and the spontanecus establishment of workers' councils,

Thus the regime has been faced with a weakened economy at a time

when 1 abso iR ROr ReB52L 580 2108705 T HIALREP FSRUSAE0ABEEEB0H D204

better standards of living,



